
 
 
 

 
 

October 30, 2014 
 
District Ranger Dean R. Millett 
c/o Greg Wahl 
Olympic National Forest 
1835 Black Lake Blvd SW 
Olympia, WA  98512 
 
Forest Supervisor Michael L. Balboni 
c/o Phil Christy 
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest 
1 West Winesap 
Tonasket, WA 98855 
 
By email: comments-pacificnorthwest-okanogan-tonasket@fs.fed.us and comments-pacificnorthwest-
olympic-pacific@fs.fed.us   
 
Re:  Pacific Northwest Electronic Warfare Range Environmental Assessment  
 
Dear Supervisor Balboni and Ranger Millett: 
 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and members of the Kettle Range Conservation Group, I 
am submitting scoping comments regarding the U.S. Navy’s proposed Electronic Warfare Range 
(EWR) Environmental Assessment.   We oppose this project as proposed for a variety of reasons.  We 
are concerned about potential impacts to wildlife, tranquility of recreation experience and other effects 
to the human environment.  We appreciate that the Olympic and Okanogan-Wenatchee National 
Forest is scoping this proposal – for most of us, the first time we have heard about it.  
 

We became aware of the Navy’s own NEPA analysis and Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) in the Ferry County View and only after the FONSI was issued.  The simple fact that the Navy 
did not do an adequate job of public scoping to area residents places a cloud of uncertainty over the 
Navy’s conclusion that no significant impacts to the human environment would result from their AWR 
training program.   
 

As residents of rural Okanogan and Ferry Counties know all too well, the Navy (and US Air 
force) Military Overflight Area (MOA) has become a serious disruptive force in their communities.  F18 
and other aircraft fly at eye level near homes and communities despite promises aircraft will stay 
above 9,000’.  Jets accelerate at times with deafening roars that is frightening as it is abusive, 
disquieting and disturbing.  The intensity of military aircraft use over Okanogan County and Ferry 
County has increased exponentially during the last 18 months.  The prospect that F 18 and other 
military aircraft flights – as per the Navy’s EA and FONSI -- could increase to 8 to 16 hours a day, 260 
days a year – will have a deleterious impact on the lives, economy and environment of the people who 
live in this region of eastern Washington.   

 
One has to question whether the rural values and culture of local residents is being completely 

forgotten, here?  And I ask, is this Geiger Field and vicinity or the national forests and rural 
communities? 
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Issues of concern 
We raise the following questions regarding the Navy’s proposed activities: 

1) Please provide peer-reviewed studies of the environmental effects, or lack thereof, regarding 
EWR impacts to wildlife such as bats and other species sensitive to loud noises and high 
frequency radio waves. 

2) What if any impacts to the human environment regarding backcountry recreation experiences 
such as solitude, feeling of remoteness and spiritual renewal from increased F18 Growler and 
other military aircraft uses taking place in airspace of the Colville and Okanogan-Wenatchee 
National Forest as part of the EWR training program? 

3) What if any economic impacts might you anticipate to tourism, in-migration of new residents 
and out-migration of existing residents that could occur as an effect of increased use of F-18 
Growler and other military aircraft as part of the EWR training program? 

4) What are the potential health impacts of EWR training including direct and indirect effects to 
human health and the environment.  These effects include 1) stress to military veterans 
suffering from post-traumatic stress syndrome (PTSD), and 2) noise and fear stressors to the 
elderly and people suffering from mental illness. 

5) What is the potential to have high frequency transmissions inadvertently impact a hiker, 
equestrian or hunter who might get in the line of transmission but be outside the protective 
barrier zone (tape) erected by the Navy at its random transmission sites? 

6) What is the potential for military aircraft to trigger a snow avalanche that could trap or kill 
backcountry skiers, snowshoers and snowmobilers? 

7) F18 Growler aircraft are designed to detect and neutralize communications.  What might be 
the impact to satellite internet, television and phone service that could be disrupted by the 
EWR training? 

 
The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest should reject the Navy’s proposal for a variety of 

social, economic and environmental reasons.  The noise of LOUD fighter aircraft alone has serious 
consequences. 

 
We appreciate this opportunity to submit scoping comments regarding the Navy’s proposed 

Electronic Warfare Range training in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest.   Let me also note 
that the Roosevelt MOA also overlaps the Colville National Forest.  The scope of this project, including 
the Olympic National Forest is so large, that a Finding of No Significant Impact is clearly illegal.  Given 
the incredible social, economic and environmental impacts possible from 260 flight-days of F 18 
Growler and other military aircraft, the Forest Service must conclude that a full Environmental Impact 
Statement be required to adequately assess the impacts of the Navy’s proposal. 

 
We looked forward to hearing from you about these comments 

 
Respectfully yours, 

 
Timothy J. Coleman 
Executive Director 
 
Cc: Laura Jo West, Supervisor, Colville National Forest 
 
 
 
 
 


